
 

 

COWDEN LAKE 
LAKE IMPROVEMENT BOARD  

MEETING 
 

October 8, 2025 
_______________________________________________________ 

 
 
 A meeting of the Cowden Lake, Lake Improvement Board was held at the 
Montcalm County Drain Commission, 211 W. Main Street, Stanton, Michigan on the 8th 
day of October 2025 at 4:00 P.M. 
 
 The meeting was called to order by Todd M at 4:11 p.m. 
 
PRESENT:  Todd McClelland – Chairperson/Maple Valley Township Representative 
  Jerry Wright – Abutting Property Owner’s Representative 
  Victor Matulis – Maple Valley Township Representative 
  Todd Sattler – Treasurer/Drain Commissioner  
  
ABSENT:   Pat Carr – Board of Commissioner’s Representative 
  
ALSO 
PRESENT: Luke Aaron – Progressive 
  Anne Gaylord – MCDC 
  See attached 
 

A motion was made by Todd S and seconded by Victor to approve the agenda. 
Motion carried. 

 
A motion was made by Todd S and seconded by Jerry to approve the minutes 

from May 19, 2025, as amended.  Motion carried. 
 
Public Comment 
No public comment 
 
Treatment Update 
Luke provided a treatment update to the board, see attached journal. Luke advised that he 
took a sample of the Milfoil and sent it off for genetic testing. This is a new strain call the 
“Townline Strand” and is resistant to sonar treatments and has shown resistance to diquat. 
For the last treatment, Steve sprayed it with an algicide first and then sprayed it with 
diquat and it did show some results. The lake looked great during early September, but 
the temperature stayed high with little precipitation which allowed for late season growth. 
PLM suggested copper and diquat to try to cut back the wild celery. Luke would like to 
try triclopyr for the milfoil next season. Steve suggested treating the milfoil in the fall to 
try to get systemic results in the spring. Victor asked if they can start treating it in the fall 
next year.  
 
Financial Update 
Todd S provided a financial update to the Board including a current balance of 
$41,870.37. He noted that they earned $897.25 in interest in 2025. 



 

 

 
Assessment Roll Review 
Todd advised that there were no changes to the assessment roll for 2025 and there are still 
109 parcels in the assessment district. The Board would like to assess the same $25,000 
with lakefront parcels at a rate of $231.48. 
 
Other Business 
The Drain Commission has received a petition to establish a legal lake level. The process 
was started years ago and a legal level was established, but no assessment district was 
ever created. This petition will help to complete the process. The level is over six feet lox 
from normal levels and requires augmentation wells to restore and maintain the lake 
level. Todd is planning to attend the BOC meeting on 10/27 or 11/10 and would like a 
good faith deposit from the residents and residential support at the meeting. He is also 
planning to have legal representative present. Todd advised that the good faith deposit 
would be refunded once the assessment district is created and the first assessment is 
collected. He doesn’t believe there will be an issue in obtaining BOC approval based on 
the already established level, the good faith deposit and the positive residential support, 
Todd M has concerns about the ecological effects of having a static level but agrees that 
something needs to be done. Anne will reach out to the legal representative to check 
availability for BOC meeting attendance and advise the Board members.  
 
There being no further business to come before the Lake Board, a motion was made by 
Todd S and seconded by Jerry to adjourn the meeting at 5:15 p.m. Motion carried. 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Todd Sattler, Secretary 
Cowden Lake, Lake Board 
 
State of Michigan  } 
   } ss: 
County of Montcalm } 
 
 I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of the minutes of a 
meeting of the Cowden Lake, Lake Improvement Board, Montcalm County, Michigan 
held on October 8, 2025, and that said minutes are on file in the office of the Montcalm 
County Drain Commissioner and posted on the county website at montcalm.org and are 
available to the public. 
 
 I further certify that notice of the meeting was posted at least 18 hours before the 
meeting at the office of the Montcalm County Drain Commissioner, which is the 
principal office of the Cowden Lake, Lake Improvement Board. 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Todd Sattler 
Montcalm County Drain Commissioner 




















